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INTRODUCTION

This statistical publication describes the characteristics of children placed for adoption,
birth parents, and adopting parents involved in agency adoptions in California during the
twelve-month period from July 1994 through June 1995.  The information is designed to
assist state and local adoption agencies in planning and evaluating adoption programs and
in policy development.  The statistical information is based on reports submitted by
public and private adoption agencies.  Whenever a child is placed  by an agency in an
adoptive home, an individual record of case characteristics, Form AD 42R, is submitted
to the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) by the agency.  The totals in this
publication do not include all cases of children placed in adoptive homes during the
period because of an approximate 15% under reporting by some agencies.  The
publication points out similarities and differences between placements made by the public
and private adoption agencies.

On tables requiring a central measure of tendency, the median form of measurement was
used.  The median, versus the mean or the mode, is appropriate because it is less affected
by extreme values. It is a better measure of central tendency when the configuration of
the frequency distribution is skewed.

Additional copies of this report may be obtained upon written request from:

California Department of Social Services
Warehouse

P.O. Box 22429
Sacramento, CA  95822-3799

For additional information please contact the Information Services Bureau at (916) 653-
4180, or via email at:  infosrvc@dss.ca.gov.  Please visit our Website at:
http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/isb
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DESCRIPTION OF THE AGENCY ADOPTION PROGRAM

An agency adoption is one in which children are placed for adoption by a licensed
adoption agency or the California Department of Social Services (CDSS).  Adoption
agencies are categorized as public or private.  The public agencies are the county
adoption agencies or the CDSS district offices.  Public agencies place approximately 85%
of the children, most of whom have been foster children with special needs.  Private
adoption agencies are non-profit charitable organizations.  Children placed for adoption
by these agencies tend to be healthy infants.

A child placed for adoption may have been relinquished by its birth parent(s), or due to
abuse or neglect, parental rights may have been terminated by court action.  The
relinquishment or court action terminates parental responsibility for the care and custody
of the child and transfers this responsibility to the adoption agency.

Persons who wish to adopt may contact an adoption agency and apply for adoption.
When an application is accepted, the agency conducts a study of the family including an
evaluation of the needs of the child and the family.  The relinquished child is then placed
with a family suitable to meet his/her needs.  Adoptive placement through relinquishment
of a child to a licensed adoption agency  provides certain advantages for both the birth
and adopting parent(s).  Such advantages include studies by adoption workers to
determine the needs of the child and potentialities of the adopting parent(s) before the
child is placed; they also include the continuing availability of agency services
throughout the adoption process.

For most placements, the child and the adoptive home originate within the same agency.
In cooperative placements, one agency has the child in need of a home and another
agency has the home in which the child is placed.  The placement involves the
cooperation of the two agencies.  Fees are agreed upon between the agencies and each
agency is responsible for completing a portion of the characteristic report submitted to
CDSS.

Both public and private agencies are licensed by the CDSS.  They are authorized to
accept children relinquished by their parents or freed by the court, to place children in
adoptive homes, to accept applications from persons seeking to adopt a child, and to
conduct home studies to approve adoptive homes.  In California, the following 28
counties operate licensed public adoptions agencies:
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Alameda Marin San Bernardino Santa Clara
Contra Costa Merced San Diego Santa Cruz
El Dorado Monterey San Francisco Shasta
Fresno Orange San Joaquin Solano
Imperial Placer San Luis Obispo Stanislaus
Kern Riverside San Mateo Tulare
Los Angeles Sacramento Santa Barbara Ventura

Alpine County is served by El Dorado County; Inyo County is served by Kern County;
and Kings County is served by Tulare County.  CDSS provides agency adoption services
to the remaining 27 counties through district offices located in Chico, Eureka, Fresno,
Rohnert Park and Sacramento.  During fiscal year 1994/95, the following licensed private
adoption agencies also provided full service agency adoption services:

Adopt a Special Kid (AASK)
Adopt International
Adoptions Unlimited
Bethany Christian Services
Black Adoption Placement and Research Center
Catholic Charities Adoption Agency - San Diego
Catholic Social Services, S.F.
Children 's Bureau of Los Angeles
Children's Home Society of California
Christian Adoption and Family Services
Chrysalis House
Families for Children
Families Builders by Adoption
Family Connections
Future Families, Inc.
Hand in Hand Foundation
Help the Children, Inc.
Holy Family Counseling and Adoption Services
Independent Adoption Center
Indian Child and Family Services
Infant of Prague Adoption Service
Institute for Black Parenting
International Christian Adoptions
Jewish Family and Children's Service
Kinship Center
Latino Family Institute
Latter Day Saints Social Services
Life Adoptions Services
Lilliput Homes, Inc.
Partners for Adoption
Sierra Adoption Services
Vista Del Mar Child Care Services
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WAITING CHILDREN

The characteristics of children placed for adoption, and the roles of adoption agencies,
have changed markedly since the early 1970s when most of the children placed for
adoption by  licensed adoption agencies were healthy, non-minority infants.  Although
there are no legal differences in the roles of public and private adoption agencies, there
are significant and increasing differences between  the children served by these agencies.
Licensed private adoption agencies continue to place infants, most of whom are healthy
newborns voluntarily relinquished by their birth parents.  Public agencies, however, focus
their efforts on children who require adoptive placement because their birth parents are
unable to care for them without continuing to abuse and/or neglect them; without
adoption, these children would remain in long-term foster care.

The number of families seeking to adopt healthy infants exceeds the number of available
infants.  However, the number of foster children who could benefit from adoption
exceeds the number of families who are able to adopt these waiting children without
assistance.  To fill this gap, the Adoption Assistance Program provides financial
assistance to families adopting children whose adoption without financial assistance
would be unlikely because of the following hard-to-place criteria:

 - membership in a sibling group which should remain intact;
- race, ethnicity, color, or language;
- age of three years or more;
- adverse parental background;
- mental, physical, emotional or medical disability.

The Adoption Assistance Program also provides medical assistance, in the form of Medi-
Cal benefits, to the needy adopted child.  Financial and medical assistance may continue
until the child is 18, or 21 if the child is disabled.
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Children Placed in Adoptive Homes by Type of Agency
Summary of Averages (Medians)

July 1994 - June 1995

Characteristics of Children All Agencies Public Private

Age of Child when last resided
with Parents

<1 mo. 2 mo. <1 mo.

Age of Child at Time of Placement 40 mo. 45 mo. 1 mo.

Length of Time Between Time
Child Freed and Child Placed

4 mo. 6 mo. <1 mo.

Characteristics of Natural Parents

Age of Natural Mother at Birth of
Child

25 yrs. 25 yrs. 22 yrs.

Age of Natural Father at Birth of
Child

28 yrs. 29 yrs. 25 yrs.

Characteristics of Adoptive Parents

Age of Adopting Mother at Birth of
Child

37 yrs. 37 yrs. 37 yrs.

Age of Adopting Mother at Time
of Placement

40 yrs. 41 yrs. 38 yrs.

Age of Adopting Father at Birth of
Child

38 yrs. 37 yrs. 38 yrs.

Age of Adopting Father at Time of
Placement

41 yrs. 41 yrs. 39 yrs.

Gross Annual Income of Adopting
Parent(s)

$38,694 $35,000 $78,200

Length of Time Child Placed in
Foster Care prior to Adoptive
Placement

34 mo. 46 days

Length of Time Child Lived with
current Adoptive Family Prior to
Adoptive Placement

26 mo. 36 days

Amount of Adoption Fee $500 $500 $4,000
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